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Hamburg, May 22, 2008-05-23

World Future Council Resolution: Nurturing the Future
The World Future Council (WFC) has been gathering in Hamburg for its second annual meeting. Its main purpose was to identify the steps that are needed to assure viable living conditions for future generations. We can’t continue to live today as though there was no tomorrow. 
We need an ethic that expands our concepts of justice and security to generations yet unborn. All over the world the awareness is growing that the future can no longer be taken for granted – it needs to be nurtured by deliberate action. 
The need for a fundamental change in perspectives is becoming overwhelmingly evident: 
We can’t carry on living off the capital of the earth without replenishing it. The new global food crisis is an urgent wake-up call: we risk leaving future generations conditions under which they can no longer feed themselves. 
The WFC calls on the world governments negotiating at the Biodiversity Conference in Bonn at this moment to actively work towards changing our existing economy towards sustainability by incorporating the economy of the biosphere. Biodiversity loss worldwide is now estimated to exceed a million species a year: by allowing this, we are permanently foreclosing future options for humanity. And: the possession and threat of using nuclear weapons, in our view, is an ongoing crime against future generations. These threats to life reflect governance structures that exclude the voices and interests of the majority of the world’s people. 
Since May 2007 the WFC has participated in many initiatives and events concerned with global equity, ‘future justice’ and sustainable development. In particular, in the face of climate change and potential fossil fuel shortages, we have emphasised the need to take urgent steps to power our economies, our cities and our transport systems with renewable energy. 
The WFC’s policy work on helping to accelerate the introduction of renewable energy has received international recognition, and further successes are expected in the coming months. Now, in our second year, we are setting up a series of expert commissions to further develop concrete proposals to enhance the chances of future generations. We are seeking to define what is necessary to safeguard the future of life, and then to extend the boundaries of what is politically, economically and culturally possible to achieve the desired outcomes. We are working on several new publications to influence the global agenda, as old certainties are collapsing. 
At the end of our congress we are drawing the following conclusions:

Short-term thinking by decision-makers all over the world is seriously endangering the security of future generations. Faced with emergencies, humanity has in the past proved able to take giant steps very quickly. We are convinced that humanity can mobilize the moral energy needed to reset our priorities before the ice caps melt, the forests die and our children inherit a fatally wounded earth. We are also convinced that people now want urgent action to reverse the growing extreme global social and economic inequalities.  

The WFC speaks up for future of life on earth. The second meeting of the Council has allowed us to consolidate our efforts. The challenges are huge, but so is our determination to make a significant difference.
