Press-Information

“We cannot continue living Today as though there were no Tomorrow.”

Following its second General Annual Meeting, the World Future Council appealed to governments worldwide to immediately enact legislation preventing climate change and other threats to coming generations.
Hamburg, May 23, 2008.  After four days of deliberations about future projects and new expert commissions, the World Future Council (WFC) called for an international change in perspectives regarding the conduct toward coming generations in politics, economics and the sciences. The WFC, consisting of 50 internationally renowned experts, describes the recent global food crisis as a wake-up call. The council members consider it a given that future generations will not be able to feed themselves if the plundering of global natural resources continues at the current speed. The Council also addressed this appeal to participants at the UN Conference on Bio-Diversity which convenes in Bonn, Germany, from May 19 until May 30, 2008.

“We are reaching a threshold from which there will be no return,” said WFC executive committee chair Bianca Jagger. “We cannot go on abusing and destroying the natural world. We cannot go on treating our fellow human beings with impunity and contempt.”

The World Future Council, which was founded last May in Hamburg, Germany, based on the initiative of Right Livelihood Award founder Jakob von Uexkull, wants to advise legislators and opinion makers around the globe with regard to identifying and implementing sustainable and just laws for future generations. Members include physicist and environmental activist Vandana Shiva, Rafia Ghubash, President of the Arabian Gulf University in Bahrain, Pauline Tangiora, Maori elder, Stephen A. Marglin, Harvard University economist, Judge Christopher Weeramantry, former Vice-President of the International Court of Justice, and Francisco Whitaker of the World Social Forum.
For its work in the coming year, the WFC has passed a resolution calling for “Nurturing the Future.”  Key points include the continued effort in the struggle against climate change and crimes against future generations, and for sustainable cities, oceans and agriculture as well as ethics in politics, economics and the sciences. As in the past, the WFC will focus its efforts on identifying and helping to implement best policies by tapping into its network of 25.000 legislators and more than 8.000 civic societies around the globe.

